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Safety first is our motto 

Published for Members of Lynches River Electric Cooperative 

 When our linemen spend their day working around thousands of volts 

of electricity, safety must be their first priority. Safety at our office and 

in the field is vital. 

 As part of its NRECA safety re-accreditation process, Lynches 

River Electric Cooperative hosted a team of inspectors. ñAll office 

locations, shops, warehouses, pole yards and several substations and 

crews were inspected,ò said Gene Oliver, safety director. 

  Accreditation through the NRECA safety program ensures Lynches 

River Electric is committed to achieving and maintaining higher 

standards in safety for its employees and the members it serves. ñThis is 

everyoneôs responsibility,ò Oliver explained. ñWe should have 

everything in order. We all need to be part of this, and work together.ò 

  Founded in 1967, the RE Safety Accreditation Program (RESAP) is 

a peer-review program whereby accreditation guidelines are established 

by job training and safety professionals and affiliates of the rural 

electric community. In most cases, the guidelines exceed local, state and federal requirements. 

  A cooperative applying for accreditation will undergo two separate evaluations based on a three-year review 

period, which consists of three individuals who have completed the RESAP Observer Training course as either a 

trainer or observer, Oliver explained. 

  ñAll cooperatives achieving accreditation receive a Certificate of Achievement,ò Oliver said. Accreditation, he 

added, is valid for a period of three years from the date awarded. 

Leigh Smith 

Lynches River Wins Statewide Safety Award 

The Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina, Inc. (ECSC) recently announced the winners of the 2014 
{ǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ [ȅƴŎƘŜǎ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ LLL όм-49 employees)
with a score of 100 percent. Lynches River report zero recordable injuries for 2014. 
  Participating co-ops are divided into three categories based on the number of employees. Injuries 
and near misses are reported to ECSC monthly throughout the year.  
 The friendly competition is an incentive for co-op employees to work safely. 

Safety Coordinator Gene Oliver displays the RESAP 
Certificate of Achievement Lynches River Electric 
Cooperative earned  after completely its safety  
re-accreditation process. 
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Whether you travel across the country or prefer to 

stay close to your hometown, one thing you may be 

noticing is the emphasis on ñBuy Localò campaigns. 

This is based on one simple fact: ItΩs important to 

support businesses that support our community.   

 The Small Business Administration and the 

research firm Civic Economics estimate that dollars 

spent at a locally owned business stay in the 

community more than three times longer than money 

spent at άBig Boxέ stores, headquartered far away from your hometown. 

This means your community wealth is more likely to grow by shopping 

locally. 

 Consumer cooperatives, like Lynches River Electric Cooperative, have 

known this forever. We were formed in 1939 by people in this community 

to serve the people that work, worship and live in this community. 

 A common expression among cooperators is, άIf youΩve seen one co-op, 

youΩve seen one co-op.έ While there are many similarities between co-ops, 

the fact that we are controlled locally, allowing us to serve your needs, is a 

critically important principle. 

 The fourth of our Seven Cooperative Principles is: Autonomy and 

Independence. And that is defined as follows: Cooperatives are 

autonomous, self-help organizations controlled by their members. If the co-

op enters into agreements with other organizations or raises capital from 

external sources, it is done so based on terms that ensure democratic control 

by the members and maintain the cooperativeΩs autonomy. 

 This will allow us to continue to be the self-help organization 

envisioned by the founders of the modern cooperative movement.  

 In other words, for the co-op to stay a co-op it is vitally important we 

stay close to you, our members, to ensure we are continuing to respond to 

your needs. This could be through increasing energy-efficiency programs, 

offering renewable sources of energy and continuing our efforts to support 

other local businesses, schools and civic organizations.  

 You can be sure Lynches River Electric Cooperative will not be moving 

our operations to Mexico or China, as so many other corporations do. We 

began right here in Pageland, S. C., and we plan on being here for a very 

long time. You can take that to the bank, or better yet, the credit union ς as 

all credit unions are financial cooperatives. As always, we welcome your 

participation and suggestions about how we can improve our locally owned 

and controlled services. 

We were local  
before local was cool 



Signs on poles  
harmful to linemen, unsightly 

Call 
675-5732 

or 
1-866-675-5732 

Adding a few items to your list of spring chores can help 

make your home more energy efficient and deliver electric 

bills that wonôt make you sweat when temperatures soar.    

Start with your air conditioner . Spring and early summer 

are good times to make sure that your air conditioning unit is 

ready to work when you flip the switch:  

¶ Get help from a professional who can inspect and service 

your unit. 

¶ Give your air conditioner a do-it-yourself cleaning.  Shut 

the unit off, and clear away leaves and yard debris out-

side. Inside the unit, clean or replace filters that can 

restrict air flow and reduce overall efficiency by making 

the air conditioner work harder on hot summer days.  Dust 

the fan blades if you can do so safely. Make sure air can 

flow freely over the inside and outside coils. Vacuum 

registers to remove any dust buildup. 

¶ Check weather stripping. When using window units, 

ensure that weather stripping is in place. Placement 

should be between the middle of the top window pane and 

the bottom pane. 

Check out your roof.  See how well 

your roof has weathered the winter. 

Few things can shorten the life of 

your home faster than a roof leak, 

even a minor one can damage your 

attic insulation before you know it.  

A roofing professional can assess 

and repair things like loose or 

missing shingles, repair leaks, and 

clear gutters.  

Make your electric cooperative a 

resource.  You can find help to 

determine the right steps for your 

home at lynchesriver.com. From 

the home page click Company 

Information then Energy Tips. Take 

the EnergyWorks home tour to find out how little measures 

around the house can add up to big energy savings as  

temperatures outside climb.  

Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, togetherwesave.com and Energy.gov. 

Prepare for summer heat,  
increased energy savings 

Please help us keep our poles free of signs. 

Everywhere you look, you see poles with signs 

stapled or nailed to them. These signs advertise 

everything from neighborhood yard sales to the 

latest weight loss product. At first glance, they 

seem harmless enough. To the general public 

thatôs generally true. For Lynches Riverôs 

linemen, itôs another story. Protruding staples 

and nails are sharp and pose a serious risk to 

linemen who must climb the poles to work on 

power lines.  

 Besides the possible safety hazard to co-op 

linemen, signs on poles are unsightly and detract 

from the appearance of our community. The 

next time you see someone putting up a sign on 

a Lynches River pole, please call and report it 

to the co-op office.  

 

Protruding nails and staples can 
ǘŜŀǊ ŀ ƭƛƴŜƳŀƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
protective equipment exposing him 
to possible electrocution. 

If your power 
fails: 

1. Check your 
breakers 

2. Then report your 
outage using the 

Automated Outage 
System 

Bow Burch is the member 
services coordinator for 
Lynches River Electric 
Cooperative. 



Call Before You Dig  
 
Outdoor projects put on hold 
during the winter, are a 
priority now the temperatures 
are warmer. 
 Before planting that new 
tree or digging a ditch for 
irrigation, pick up your phone 
and make an important call 
first. 
 Call 811, the national 
ά/ŀƭƭ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ¸ƻǳ 5ƛƎέ 
number. The 811 number 
was created to help protect 
you from unintentionally 
hitting underground utility 
lines when digging.  
 Every digging project 
requires a call. 
 If you hit an underground 
utility line while digging, you 
can harm yourself or those 
around you, disrupt service to 
an entire neighborhood and 
potentially be responsible for 
fines and repair costs.  
 Rememberτcall before 
you dig! 

 Trees can enhance the look of your home, but they can pose a liability 

to houses, people and power lines. Before planting a tree, refer to the tree 

planting guide above to ensure you chose the right tree for the the right 

spot. Itôs important to plant trees outside of Lynches Riverôs rights of 

ways. Plant smaller trees at least 30 feet away from power poles. Larger 

trees should be planted between 60 to 70 feet from power poles. When the 

weather is bad, trees and limbs can touch or fall on power lines, causing 

electrical outages. To report trees growing into our power lines, call 

Lynches River Electric at 672-6111 or 1-800-922-3486 (toll free). 

 Earth Day is April 22. What better way to celebrate than to power your home with a renewable 

energy source. In 2004, Lynches River Electric Cooperative partnered with Santee Cooper and began 

offering  members the opportunity to purchase ñgreen power.ò  

 Co-op members can purchase any number of blocks of green power for $3 per block. A block of 

green power is equal to 100 kilowatt hours of electricity, about 10 percent of a typical householdôs 

energy use.  

 Green power renewable energy is produced primarily from methane gas from selected landfills throughout South 

Carolina and solar. Additionally, we are exploring the use of wind power as a renewable energy source. 

 All revenue from the sale of green power is reinvested in future development of renewable energy resources. 

 To learn more about the Green Power program visit lynchesriver.com. Find Green 

Power under Extra Services in the Members tab or call our office. 

Avoid planting in no tree zone 

Power Your Home with Green Energy 


